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Basking in summer

Summer at last. But rest? Never. Not
with so much going on. Join us after
| work Monday at the Harold Washing-

\.Jé ton Public Library to discuss the Oba-
" ma White House at midterm. Tickets are
running out, so register online at
signmeup.com/TribNation or call 312-222-3348. If
books are your thing, visit the Trib Nation tent at the
Printers Row Lit Fest on June 12-13.

Meanwhile, a reader wrote a hockey invocation
into a story’s comment boards: “Give us this day our
hockey sticks, and forgive us our penalties, as we
forgive those who cross-check against us. And lead
us not into elimination, but deliver us to victory.”

Amen. Join us for more at chicagotribune.com/
TribNation.

— James Janega
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M An article Wednesday about the impact of a pilot
teacher-pay program misspelled the last name of
Alicia WinckKler, the Chicago Public Schools chief of
human capital.

The Tribune regrets the error.

To report errors, call the Reader Help line at
312-222-3348 or e-mail readerhelp@tribune.com.
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Stanley Cup finals

20 questions for Blago j ]ury

When jury selection begins Thurs-
day in the federal trial of former Gov.
Dead Meat, the guy asking the ques-
tions will be the distinguished U.S.
District Judge James Zagel.

They’ll be typical questions that
people who really, really want to be on
juries often lie about, such as “Can
you be fair and impartial?” or “You
didn’tread John Kass in the Tribune
comparing the defendant to a pranc-
ing medieval jester, did you?”

Those are fine questions indeed,
but they may be feeble indicators of
jury fitness. So my young colleague
Wings and I have come up with our
own 20 questions for prospective
jurors:

1. Will you wait to hear all the evi-
dence before deciding? Or does that
image of the defendant hanging out
with that Fabio-look-alike guy —
while singing Elvis’ “Treat Me Nice’
— leave you hopelessly biased in his
favor? (See chicagotribune.com
/blagosings.)

)

2. If you find former Gov. Rod Bla-
gojevich guilty of the charges, it will
mean that Illinois has sent two con-
secutive governors to prison, which
probably makes Illinois the most
corrupt state in the nation. Are you
cool with that?

3. There have been oodles of Chi-
cago aldermen indicted, and county
and state officials, even four gover-
nors, but never a Chicago mayor. Isn’t
Chicago lucky that the fifth floor of
City Hall is a magical, corruption-
free zone?

4. Can you be fair and impartial
even though the defendant is known
as Dead Meat?

5. Have you ever accepted one of
Blagojevich’s “free rides for seniors”
on the CTA, even though you have
plenty of money? Does that make him
not guilty?

6. After Blagojevich’s highly publi-
cized break with the man who made
him — his father-in-law and North
Side ward boss Ald. Richard Mell
(33rd) — who then became Blago’s
shadow governor?

a) State Sen. Jimmy DeLeo, D-How
You Doin’?

b) State Sen. Jimmy DeLeo, D-How
You Doin’?

c) All the above

7. Have you ever gambled at casi-
nos in Aruba with Chicago politi-
cians? Did they win lots of money?

8. The last time you entertained at
a Chicago nightclub and paid $700 for
abottle of $70 vodka so the cocktail
waitress could pour it in the VIP
section so you could impress the
trixies, did you feel:

a) stupid

b) grateful to Rod Blagojevich and
the Chicago guys for that Bottle Serv-
ice Bill.

9. If Rod Blagojevich had never met
the former Patti Mell and gone into
politics, he just might have lived a
happy life as a:

a) shampoo boy at a hair salon

b) one of the flying Elvises

c) writer of sentimental rhymes for
Hallmark cards

d) palooka in the prize ring
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10. When Patti Blagojevich was
eating those crunchy jungle bugs on
reality TV’s “I'm a Celebrity, Get Me
Out of Here!” in Costa Rica, what did
she do the moment the cameras
stopped rolling?

a) hurl

b) floss

c) ask for seconds

11. Did you actually believe broad-
cast news reports suggesting that U.S.
Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr., D-Bud Light,
was working “undercover” for the
feds to bust corruption in Blagojev-
ich’s office?

12. If you answered “yes” to ques-
tion 11, would you please kindly send
us your personal bank account in-
formation so that you may share in
the treasure of the deceased Nigerian
oil minister (sum of 8.5 million
United States of America dollars)
being held by his widow. My regards
toyou.

13. When Blagojevich ran in the
2002 Democratic primary as a re-
former backed by the Chicago ma-
chine, another candidate in that race
was Roland Burris. Was this a cynical
move to pull black votes from former
public schools chief and candidate
Paul Vallas?

a) Yes

b) No, I'm a chumbolone

JENNIFER M. KOHNKE ILLUSTRATION

14. So when Blagojevich appointed
Burris to fill President Barack Oba-
ma’s vacant Senate seat, it was be-
cause:

a) Burris was highly qualified and
there was no one better for the job.

b) Rod was trying to prove he was
blacker than Obama, as he’s previ-
ously stated.

¢) Rod hoped Burris would carve
“Blagojevich: Trail Blazer” on that
ridiculous tombstone.

d) It was a payoff for Burris’ tubing
of Vallas.

15. Does it weird you out that both
Obama and Blagojevich received
favors and oodles of personal atten-
tion from convicted political influ-
ence peddler Tony Rezko? Or do you
just roll some more Hopium, spark it
up and try not to think about it?

16. Do you or any relatives or
friends (or guys you owe money to)
work in the asphalt paving business
represented by alleged Blago co-
conspirator and Combine Republican
bigwig Bill Cellini?

17. Have you ever used the services
of Blagojevich’s former lawyer, Ed
Genson? If so, was it a mob-related
charge? Or was it just one of those
things?

18. If you're on this jury, you will
probably miss a lot of World Cup
games, including USA vs. England.
Can you stand it?

19. Blagojevich famously bragged
he had the “testicular virility” to do
the right thing. So, even if you are a
woman, do you have the “testicular
virility” to sit through 17 weeks of
this trial while Rod tries to make eye
contact with you?

20. Rod Blagojevich has been poli-
ticking his jury pool for months now.
He needs only one juror to save him.
Are you the one?
Jjskass@tribune.com
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